
Excursion to the World heritage site of Pantalica and Palazzolo Acreide  
 

Program of the day  
 
8:45  Departure from the hotel.  
10:15  Arrival in Pantalica.  
10:20  we start to walk in a scenic 

path along the river 
Calcinara up to the lookout 
on the spectacular 
necropolis "beyond 
Calcinara" with its 3000 
tombs dating back from the 
fifteenth century BC. 

10:40  Arrival at the river Calcinara 
with the possibility to have 
a swim in the lakes. Visit 
the ancient aqueduct 
Galermo of the Greek and 
the Byzantine cave church.  

11:20  Back to the bus for the 
same path.  

11:50  Departure to the rests of 
the Prince castle.  

12:00  Arrival at the castle and 
visit.  

12.30  Transfer to the saddle of 
Filiporto: only access route 
to the ancient prehistorical village.  

12:35  Visit to the Byzantine village and the church of San Micidiario.  
13:20  Transfer to the farm for lunch.  
15.00  Departure for Palazzolo Acreide.  
15.30  Arrival in Palazzolo and visit churches and baroque palaces of the City, awarded with the title of 

UNESCO world heritage, tasting local products. (winter) 
17.00  Departure for the hotel.  
15.30  Arrival of the archaeological area of Palazzolo Acreide and free visit of site and the greek theater. 

(summer) 
17:00  Transfer to the old town of Palazzolo Acreide and free visit of the churches and baroque palaces.  
19.00  Departure for the hotel.  
 
Brief Description  
The excursion is extremely interesting both for the nature and archeology. The site of Pantalica was awarded 
with the title of "World Heritage" by UNESCO. From the archaeological point of view you can admire the 
remains of the castle of the Prince, about 5000 cave tombs carved in the centuries since 1500 BC, several 
important villages and Byzantine cave churches with even well-preserved wall paintings. From the Nature 
perspective, Pantalica is one of the most beautiful Iblei canyons with vertical walls of white soft limestone and 
numerous karst caves also large. Probably Pantalica is the valley that more resembles the North American 
Canyon with its twisted and sinuous pattern. The flora is flourishing thanks to the constant presence of water 
at the bottom throughout the year and is characterized by the typical Mediterranean flora. The city of 
Palazzolo Acreide is home of a very interesting archeological area and a beautiful old city in Baroque style 
UNESCO heritage. 

Excursion difficulty: easy 



 



 

Excursion to Vendicari 
 
Program of the day  
 
8:45  Departure from the hotel.  
9:25  Arrival at the starting point of the excursion. We start the tour from the northern part of the natural 

reserve looking at the old salt pans, the miner's house, the great swamp and marsh, with its numerous 
small and rare birds, the remains of the recent trap and the greeks-ǊƻƳŀƴǎ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ά9ƭƻǊƛƴŀέ 
with its traces of Greeks ǿŀƎƻƴǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ōŀǊǊŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ  άDǳŀǊŘƛŀ Řƛ CƛƴŀƴȊŀέ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
enjoy a stunning view from Avola to Porto Palo. Along the route you can swim in one of the most 
beautiful beaches of Sicily.  

12.30  Transfer for lunch to Marzamemi, typical and lovely fishing village location of many films.  
13.00  Arrival at Marzamemi.  
14:30  After lunch free time to visit the country and for shopping.  
16:00  Transfer to Porto Palo, extreme southern tip of Sicily.  
16:30  Arrival at Porto Palo. Free time.  
 17.45  Departure for the hotel (winter) 
16.30  itΩǎ be possible to move to the nearby island for a refreshing bath in the clear waters of the area 

(summer) 
19:45  Departure for the hotel  
 
Brief description  
The excursion is very 
interesting for nature, 
landscape, and 
archaeology. Among 
the birds, can be seen 
in every month of the 
year and especially in 
spring pink flamingos, 
egrets, herons, 
ŎƻǊƳƻǊŀƴǘǎΣ άƪƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ 
LǘŀƭȅέΣ ǎǇŀǘǳƭŀǎΣ CǊŀǘƛƴƛΣ 
coots, Ibis mignattai, 
Shelduck, mallards. The 
flora is a typical and 
intact example of 
Mediterranean 
coastline with thyme, 
myrtle, salicornia, 
mastic, dwarf palms and dozens of other plants accustomed to surviving during the summer with very little 
water. The coast and the sea are some of the most beautiful in Sicily with unique colors.  
To make more famous  this reserve, are the numerous archaeological remains dating back to Greek (tuna fish 
and path Elorina), Romans (tuna fish), Byzantine (church) and Spanish (watch tower) which testify the 
importance of this area for the populations who lived in Sicily.  
Marzamemi and Porto Palo are some of the most beautiful fishing villages of Sicily with unique landscapes and 
a wonderful sea  

Excursion difficulty: easy 
 

 


